
SUSTAINABILITY SORTING CARDS 



By-catch Reduction

Devices 



A BRD is a mechanism or tool used in various types of fishing gear

to reduce the unintentional capture of bycatch such as fish,

marine mammals, sea turtles, and other species, while still

allowing the targeted catch to be captured effectively.  



responsible practice



The practice of harvesting seafood in a way that ensures the

long-term health and productivity of the fish stocks and the

overall ecosystem. It involves a commitment by fishers and

farmers to environmental conservation, ethical considerations,

and social responsibility.



depletion of fish stock



The depletion of fish stocks occurs when fish

populations are harvested at an unsustainable

rate, leading to a decline in the abundance of fish

species. This can have severe ecological, economic,

and social consequences.  



profitable seafood industry



The NSW seafood industry depends on fishery businesses being viable,

profitable and operating sustainably. The industry underpins the economy

of many coastal towns providing wealth and employment in places, and

at times of the year, where there is little other economic activity. 



ecosystem imbalance



Removing fish in excessive numbers can disrupt the

food web and lead to imbalances in the ecosystem.

This can affect not only the targeted species but also

other species that depend on them for food. 



minimising bycatch



Fishing methods that minimise the

capture of non-target species. 



unsustainable

fishing



Unsustainable fishing can lead to the decline or extinction

of certain fish species. This loss of biodiversity can have

cascading effects throughout the ecosystem, impacting

not only the fish but also other marine life and habitats. 



biosecurtiy measures



Taking precautions to avoid the spread of

marine pests and diseases. 



endangered



Species at risk of

extinction. 



harvest strategies



Harvest strategies are used all over the world and have been

adopted in most Australian fisheries jurisdictions including NSW to

improve fisheries management and the outcomes for fish species and

fisheries.  



turtle excluder devices (teds)



TEDs are placed in trawl nets to allow sea

turtles and other non-target species to escape

from the net. 



OVERFISHING



MORE FISH ARE CAUGHT THAN CAN BE REPLACED

THROUGH NATURAL REPRODUCTION. 



locally source



fish that are caught or farmed close to where they

are sold, reducing transportation and carbon

footprint.



pollution



The discharge of waste from aquaculture

operations into surrounding waters can lead to

water pollution, harming local aquatic

ecosystems and potentially affecting human

health. 



traceability



Methods that allow consumers to trace

the origin of their seafood, ensuring it's

sustainably sourced. 



escapes of farmed fish into the wild



Escapes of farmed fish into the wild can result in

competition with, and potential genetic

contamination of, wild populations. This can have

negative consequences for local fish species. 



imported seafood



Imported seafood may have a high a carbon

footprint due to transportation and not have the

same sustainable harvesting practices and stock

management as Australian seafood. 


