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fisheries environmental extension service, funded under the
Commonwealth Government’s Caring for our Country program.

The program seeks to improve the sustainability of Australian
introduce conservation behaviours and new
technology to the industry. The SeaNet program is the only
dedicated extension program operating within the seafood

fisheries and

industry.
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SMARTER FISHING FOR INDUSTRY

Welcome to the December 2010 Report of the SeaNet Program

This newsletter should be sent to all your network contacts. Anyone wishing to receive future
copies of the newsletter directly can email Andy at ocean@oceanwatch.org.au or call 02 9660 2262
to be added to the newsletter distribution list.
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MERRY CHRISTMAS!!

OceanWatch Australia would like to
wish everyone

A Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year

The SeaNet program has had an
incredibly busy and successful year,
and we thank all our hosts, project
partners and industry champions for
your fantastic support in 2010.

We look forward to an equally
productive 2011, and encourage all
stakeholders with an interest in the
environmental performance of the
commercial fishing industry to
engage with the SeaNet program.

Follow OceanWatch on Facebook or visit us at

www.oceanwatch.org.au
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State roundup from your local SeaNet Officer

Northern Territory Lyn Lambeth

National Seafood Industry Leadership Program:

In September | completed the National Seafood Industry Leadership
Program, finishing with the graduation and industry dinner at
Parliament House in Canberra. The graduation and dinner was
attended by the Parliamentary Secretary for Agriculture, Forestry
and Fisheries, Dr Mike Kelly and Australian Greens Senator for
Western Australia, Rachel Siewert.

Spanish Mackerel Boat Retrieves Foreign Ghost Net:

In November a Spanish Mackerel boat, the Wildcard, made headline
news when it went out of its way to retrieve a lost foreign fishing net
hooked up on a reef nearly 80 km off the NT coast. They towed the
net to Croker Island where local police and the community collected samples, recorded
details of what was caught in the net and subsequently burnt it. SeaNet NT was given the
task of getting the story out and video footage and interviews eventually made it on to ABC
TV and radio news, internet and in the newspaper — including a great editorial praising the
efforts of the local fishos.

The net being towed ashore at Spot-tail shark caught in the
Croker Island ghost net

Environmental Management Systems (EMS) in the Northern Territory:

SeaNet NT will be responsible for rolling out a review of the Environmental Management
Systems (EMS) or Codes of Practice (CoP) of five fisheries in the Northern Territory. The project
is being administered by the NT Seafood Council with funding under the Australian
Government’s Caring for our Gountry.

The project will look at environmental risks to fishing ecosystems and promote bycatch
reduction strategies. The project will also address the potential lack of environmental
awareness and responsibility amongst all members of the industry, including crew and licence
lessees.

More information? WWwWWw.oceanwatch.org.au
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‘Faces of Fishing’ Video Series:

The ‘Faces of Fishing’ series of videos on the SeaNet NT YouTube Site
(www.youtube.com/user/SeaNetNT) aims to showcase aspects of fishing and life on board
boats in various fisheries in the Top End. So far three videos in the series have been
completed, bringing the total number of videos on the site to 11. The latest video shows
trap fishing aboard the Aleatha T while the previous two in the series profile the Aquarium
Fishery and Spanish Mackerel Fishery. The videos have now had over 7000 views.

Lyn Lambeth SeaNet Northern Territory PH: 08 8981 5194 or 0421 054 274
Lyn@oceanwatch.org.au

South Australia Nathan Bicknell

Testing & Refinement of BRD in GSVP:

Further funding was secured with the Adelaide & Mount Lofty
Ranges Natural Resources Management Board to continue the
successful bycatch reduction work in the Gulf St. Vincent Prawn
Fishery. Special thanks to Tony Flaherty for his invaluable and
ongoing support of the SeaNet program in SA to date. Other
project partners include Industry, South Australian Research &
Development Institute and Fisheries Supply QLD. This six month
project will enable fishers to test and refine the BRD’s identified in
the gear trials undertaken in 2010, which featured in the OCT 2010
edition of FRDC FISH magazine.

As part of the GSVP Innovation Framework
this project will provide fishers and net makers
an unprecedented opportunity to refine a BRD
system through their local knowledge and
experience, to ensure it is practical, effective
and overcomes the nuances of the Gulf St.
Vincent Prawn Fishery.  Further more it
provides an important bridge between the
current and future FRDC Tactical Research
Fund funding for detailed assessment of the
management implications of this system.

Two of the scheduled eight trial nights were undertaken in early November to test and refine
the new BRD system which produced positive results and a clearer picture of refinement
direction required. Once again the video footage collected proved invaluable in
understanding the interactions of bycatch with the BRD system. Industry and stakeholders
are excited and confident that this project will produce a system which is both practical and
effective, and produces clear economic and environmental benefits to the fishery. The dark
(of the moon) FEB 2011 has been scheduled for the next phase of testing and refinement.

More information? WWwWWw.oceanwatch.org.au
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‘Where Does Seafood Come From?’ Display Unit:

SeaNet SA is pleased to announce that the Marine Discovery Centre is the proud owner of the
first of many “Where Does Seafood Come From?” display units! The display is still a work in
progress but we have something tangible for the kids to interact with and gain an insight into
the secret lives of our local fishers! Project partners hope to add additional features and
fisheries profiles in the coming months and years. Special thanks to;

A SA Women’s Industry Network for fiscal support, and input and advice as project
partners in particular, Karen Holder

The Marine Fishers, Blue Crab, and Gulf St. Vincent Prawn Associations, for their
feedback and direction

Industry Champions: Jeff Wait, Dennis Holder, Jason Saint and Trevor Simms, for their
time and commitment to the program

Ursula & Tim from the Marine Discovery Centre for input & support as project partners
The SeaNet and OWA team for their advice, feedback and support

Peter Welch for his silky voice over and advice

Sam Stone for his original score

Shane Roberts and Graham Hooper from South Australian Research & Development
Institute for their feedback and photos

The Adelaide & Mount Lofty Ranges Natural Resources Management Board achiever
grants which supported SA WIN to construct the display unit
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http://www.marinediscoverycentre.com.au/Marine Discovery/resources/Newsletter 4 10.doc.pdf

Introduced Marine Pests:

It has been a busy month for Introduced Marine Pest work in SA and VIC. In October SeaNet
SA tagged along to the South Australian Rock Lobster Advisory Council Inc. meetings on
York Peninsula, Port Lincoln and Kangaroo Island to deliver the IMPS message and National
Biofouling Guidelines to the Northern Zone Cray Fish Community before the start of their
season. Thanks to EO Justin Phillips for accommodating this as part of their busy schedule.

Together with Associate Professor Sabine Dittmann and Post-Grad Shea Cameron (Flinders
University) and Conservation Council’s Carl Charter we successfully put together a IMPS
Information Session at the Pt. Lincoln Marine Science Centre. This session was open to the
Commercial Dive Sector and Tuna Farm Managers. Shea spoke about a recent IMPS survey
undertaken on the Eyre Peninsula and provided local examples in tanks and under
microscope from Pt. Lincoln Marina. This provided an important local context and highlighted
the importance of guidelines and reporting to reduce the risk of IMPS. Carl also provided
information on the Conservation Councils Feral & Imperil program and kindly donated some
ID dive slates to participants. We had a positive turn out and the session and messages were
well received. Thanks to Sabine, Shea and Carl for their input, and fishers for their support.

In the absence of a Victorian SeaNet officer | attended the South East Trawl Fishing Industry
Association (SETFIA) Skipper and crew training workshop in Portland (VIC), where | presented
the IMPS proportion of the workshop. To the credit of Simon Boag (SETFIA Executive Officer)
the workshop was a real success, and a model for raising management and environmental
awareness amongst fishers. Something we should look at emulating in all fisheries. Thanks to
Simon, Matt, Ron, Richard and the local South East Trawl fishers for their hospitality.

More information? WWWw.oceanwatch.org.au
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Fishute Project:

The Fishute project is well underway through Kangaroo Island Community Education. The
TEC class are enjoying the use of their new welding equipment (sourced through this project)
by knocking up the stainless rings for 30 chutes for the SA Marine Scale Fish BRD. | took the
opportunity to visit the school while in Kangaroo Island to talk to the students about
OceanWatch Australia and the SeaNet program. Neil Macguffie’s video of the Fishute in
action in the WA fishery went down a treat and the kids were full of questions. We spoke
about SA fisheries, | also outlined the basis of Environment Protection & Biodiversity
Conservation and Fisheries Act’s and the management and research framework employed
in SA to ensure these local industries remain sustainable. Together with teacher Jason
Westlake, we also spoke to the classes about their role in sustainable recreational fishing
and supporting sustainable produce. Special thanks to Jason Westlake and Michael Fooks
for their support and hospitality.

Nathan Bicknell SeaNet South Australia PH: 08 8303 2717 or 0401 997 702
Nathan@oceanwatch.org.au

New South Wales Michael Wooden

Ballina Boat & Leisure Show:

NSW SealNet Officer, Michael Wooden, and SE Qld SeaNet Officer,
Dave Kreutz manned the OceanWatch Australia educational display
trailer at Ballina Boat & Leisure Show on 9t -10t October. Thanks to
NSW Industry + Investment (Maclean Office) for providing their BRD
display item during the show. We manned the BRD display,
provided additional educational materials, kids tattoos and posters
and a viewing of commercial fishing DVDs; provided by OWA, the
SeaNet program and the Ballina Commercial Fishermen’s
Cooperative. This is a great way to engage with members of our community, including
those that are not seafood consumers. This is an objective of the national SeaNet program
— increasing community understanding of the adoption of sustainable practices by industry.
Events such as these allow one on one exchange, discussion and education regarding
commercial fishermen’s responsibilities, practices and the sustainability of fishing methods.

The key take home message during these events:
“Support sustainable, premium, wild harvest fisheries”.

Environmental Skipper Accreditation:

SeaNet NSW recently participated in an ‘Environmental Skipper Accreditation’ training
course with the ‘South East Trawl Fishing Industry Association’ in Eden. The training
included discussion on stock assessment, stock rebuilding strategies, logbook reporting,
introduced marine pests (SeaNet presentation) and marine pollution. Special thanks to
Simon Boag, the executive of SETFIA, who facilitated the training program, an awesome
job. The training session highlighted the need for industry to make a decision about the
future direction of the industry. Congratulations to all of the participating fishermen. It was
great to see the fishers interacting and participating in discussion during the 2 day course.

More information? WWWw.oceanwatch.org.au
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Botany Bay Oyster Farmers:

Botany Bay oyster farmers with assistance from SeaNet NSW, were successful in receiving
funding through the Getting Greener! program. Congratulations to the Botany Bay oyster
growers on their efforts to build and develop an Environmental Management System (EMS).
The Lower Georges River Sustainability Initiative (LGRSI) launched the Getting Greener!
program, in which 7 projects were funded. These projects are all about improving
sustainability across the Lower Georges River catchment, incorporating areas within
Hurstville City, Kogarah City, Rockdale City and Sutherland Shire councils. Importantly,
these funds include $8000 to complete on-ground works, i.e. complete activities that will
deal with environmental issues to be highlighted through a risk assessment process.

EMS - Dave Barker Botany Bay Oyster grower checking water quality in
Oyster Grower the depuration tanks

Escape with ET:
In September, the FRDC requested that the Beach Seine Project (FRDC 2008/036) feature

on the FRDC component of the Escape with ET program. This project was industry initiated
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Michael Wooden SeaNet New South Wales PH: 02 9660 2262 or 0422 618 248
Michael@oceanwatch.org.au
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