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Welcome to the Spring Report of the SeaNet Program

This newsletter should be sent to all your network contacts. Anyone wishing to receive future
copies of the newsletter directly can email Andy at ocean@oceanwatch.org.au or call 02 9660 2262
to be added to the newsletter distribution list.
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After 6 months working as the SeaNet Extension
Officer in Victoria, Steve Leporati is leaving the
OceanWatch team. Steve has done some
fantastic work in the ‘Garden State’ and we wish
him all the best for the future

Employment Opportunity:
SealNet Extension Officer in VICTORIA
Position based in Melbourne

We are currently seeking an experienced
person to work with commercial fishers,
scientists and management authorities to
promote ecologically sustainable fishing
practices within the industry. The successful
applicant will have demonstrated experience
working and communicating with key
stakeholder groups relevant to commercial
fisheries, and have a proven commitment and
understanding of environmental issues
relevant to the commercial fishing industry.

Application packs including full selection
criteria and the position description are
available to download from the website, or via
email (ocean@oceanwatch.org.au). For all
enquiries please contact 02 9660 2262.

Applications close : 13! October 2010

Follow OceanWatch on Facebook or visit us at
www.oceanwatch.org.au
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State roundup from your local SeaNet Officer

Northern Territory Lyn Lambeth

Darwin Harbour Clean Up:

Following a successful funding application to the NT Natural
Resource Management Board’s Coastcare program Lyn worked
hard with NTSC in organising a clean-up day for Darwin Harbour.
The Darwin Harbour Clean-Up was held on July 13th with the
assistance of workers and volunteers from over 20 government,
non-government and private stakeholders. There were eight land-
based sites around Darwin and on Cox Peninsula, eight boats
covering the waters between Fishermen’s Wharf to East Arm and
93 people directly involved on the day.

Over two and a half tonnes of rubbish were collected, including
500 kg of truck tyres from around the wharf, 300 kg of tangled
pearl floats and rope from East Arm and 17 shopping trolleys from the water around
Fishermen’s Wharf and along the coast at Coconut Grove. Also collected were around
1800 plastic drink bottles and 7600 aluminium cans.
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Media interest before and during the event was very high, no doubt due to the
spotlight on Darwin Harbour pollution issues at the time, but a lot of additional effort
was put into promoting the event. The commitment of commercial fishermen in
protecting the marine environment, and their involvement in collecting marine debris
as a part of their daily activities was emphasised throughout the media campaign.

The intention is to make this a yearly event and there is a possibility of further funding
through NRMB for the next 3 years.

More information? www.oceanwatch.org.au



Darwin Careers Expo:

Lyn recently set up a SeaNet stall at the Darwin
Careers Expo and spent the day talking with
students about careers and opportunities in the
seafood industry. Around 2000 students, teachers
and parents attended the Expo at Fannie Bay
racecourse.

National Seafood Leadership Program:

The National Seafood Leadership Program held
the final residential session and graduation for the
2010 participants at Parliament House in Lyn talks to students at the
Canberra 22-23' September 2010. Careers Expo

Lyn was lucky enough to have been sponsored to
do the course by the Northern Territory Seafood Council and really enjoyed the meetings,
presentations and dinner at Parliament House.

Lyn Lambeth SeaNet Northern Territory PH: 08 8981 5194 or 0421 054 274
Lyn@oceanwatch.org.au

South Australia Nathan Bicknell

Innovation in Gulf St. Vincent Prawn Fishery SA:

A joint initiative between Industry, SARDI and SeaNet SA, to
reduce bycatch and to improve selectivity in the Gulf St. Vincent
Prawn Fishery (GSVP) was featured in the September 2010 edition
of FRDC FISH magazine (issue 18 pg. 29). The collaborative
approach identified and trialled a number of new and innovative
gear types that may provide industry and management with
additional options to advance the economic and environmental
performance of the fishery. The unfortunate and little embarrassing
miss naming and labelling of the John Wakeford’s, “BRD Enhancer” in the FRDC article
could have been easily avoided if provided with a draft, my apologies to John.

To view underwater footage collected from these trials follow the links from the
Ocean Watch Australia website to, Gulf St. Vincent Prawn BRD Trials 2010:

Traditional Diamond Net T90 Net orientation
orientation closes under tow remains open

More information? www.oceanwatch.org.au
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Ever the bridesmaid of South
Australia’s Prawn fishing, the
successes of these ftrials in the GSVP
have renewed optimism within the
fishery. To harness this momentum Endorsement
stakeholders have developed an
Innovation Framework which provides
for a clear and transparent process to
foster innovation now and into the
future.

The next phase of this process
“Testing and Refinement”, this is
designed to provide an
unprecedented opportunity for GSVP
fishers to integrate their local
knowledge and experience in the
practical evolution of gear. This
process will also further strengthen
the partnerships developed between
stakeholders to date.

Testing

&
Refinement

Testing and refinement of a combined BRD system designed for the GSVP will be undertaken
during exemption nights allocated by PIRSA Fisheries, with the onboard and logistical
support of industry experts, SARDI and SeaNet SA. The collection and analysis of underwater
footage and basic performance data will also aid in tailoring these gear types to best suit the
nuances of the GSVP fishery.

Ensuring new gears are both practical and effective will improve the efficiency and speed
innovations can be assessed. Generating ownership of the process and outcomes within
industry will dramatically improve acceptance and uptake of any gears endorsed by
management. Voluntary uptake of a gear which is good for the environment and the fishers
bottom line dramatically reduces the time and costs associated with legislation and
compliance.

With continued funding support from the Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges Natural Resource
Management Board and contributions from Industry, SARDI Fishery Supply QLD, Raptis
Fisheries and OceanWatch Australia, a combined system purpose built for GSVP conditions
will be tested and refined later in the year. Stakeholders are confident that this gear type and
process has the potential to revolutionise the GSVP fishery, with implications for other
fisheries around Australia.

Keep an eye out for future project updates! Till then, good fishing

Nathan Bicknell SeaNet South Australia PH: 08 8303 2717 or 0401 997 702
Nathan@oceanwatch.org.au
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Western Australia Neil Macguffie

Technological Advancements in the Blue Swimmer Crab Fishery:
An Innovative Approach to Co-management in the Cockburn Sound
Blue Swimmer Crab (Portunus pelagicus) Fishery.

Crab is the largest single species recreational fishery in Western
Australia, providing a quality recreational experience. Commercially,
Blue Swimmer Crabs are a readily available resource that can be
sold in existing markets. Previous recruitment overfishing coupled
with a downturn in recruitment caused by changes in environmental
conditions resulted in the closure of the fishery in 2007. With the SMARTER FISHING FOR INDusT™!
fishery reopening in December 2009 there was a need to discuss

alternative management arrangements to prevent further closures, using management plans
underpinned by elasticity and the ability to adapt to climatic perturbations.

Consultation with Recfishwest, the WA Department of Fisheries and the professional crab
fishermen has been undertaken regarding the experimental trial of a novel management system for
the Cockburn Sound Crab fishery by adopting ‘bag limits’ for both recreational and professional
fishermen, i.e. quota by numbers.

From an industry perspective this project will emphasize the benefits of allowing fishermen
flexibility in harvesting crabs to suit market conditions. The advent of new management
arrangements will remove the inherent ‘rush to fish’, by shifting towards a quota by numbers
system which will ultimately encourage fishers to retain larger heavier crabs, increasing the value
of the catch by increasing the dollar value per kg. This will maximise the economic yield of the
fishery. Promoting the take of more mature crabs will allow a greater number of individuals to
remain in the system and add to the standing and breeding stock of the fishery.

The Western Australian Fishing Industry Council and professional fishermen have expressed
eagerness to move towards a ‘quota by numbers’ and assume a greater level of responsibility for
monitoring and maintaining catch levels below the Total Allowable Commercial Catch.
Representatives from the recreational sector (RecFishWest) have also been involved in the project
and have provided some great data.

This coming season (15" December 2010 to 31st March 2011) will mark an exciting advancement
in documenting catch returns. For the first time in Western Australia, electronic devices will be
used to record catch rates for the commercial sector. This unprecedented management initiative
will allow professional fishermen to record data instantaneously, providing a real time indicator of
catch rates and therefore the sustainability of the fishery.

The proposed initiative will encourage the sustainable development of recreational and
commercial fishing through fair allocation of resources between users to achieve optimum
economic, ecological and social benefits from the use of those resources, sustainability through a
triple bottom line approach.

This project is supported by funding from the FRDC on behalf of the Australian Government.

Neil Macguffie SeaNet Western Australia PH: 08 9492 8888 or 0401 838 436
Neil@oceanwatch.org.au
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New South Wales Michael Wooden

South East Trawl Tori Lines in Action:

SealNet’s on-ground work with fishers ftrialling tori lines and offal
disposal techniques to mitigate potential seabird mortality were
discussed at a meeting with the Australian Fisheries Management
Authority in August 2010. AFMA highlighted their role of working
with industry on vessel management plans and offal management
which will be rolled out through their observer program.

A number of Ulladulla, Greenwell Point
and Pyrmont fishers who work in the
South East Trawl fishery have been
proactive regarding this problem, and
are working with SeaNet to improve
awareness of the need to reduce
seabird interactions in the fishery.
These fishers are currently trialling new
offal batching and disposal techniques,
as well as building, trialing and
improving bird scaring devices (Tori
lines) that are clipped on to the warp.
Fisher’s from the south coast trialling
the Tori lines are impressed with their
Fishermen based at Greenwell Point building effectiveness in keeping sea birds clear
Tori lines with materials supplied by SeaNet of the danger zone near the warp.

Port Meetings:

Michael recently attended a number of port meetings from Pambula to Ballina. This provided an
opportunity to speak with fishers on a one-on-one basis about local issues, fisher’s thoughts
and ideas, and the role
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Michael Wooden SeaNet New South Wales PH: 02 9660 2262 or 0422 618 248
Michael@oceanwatch.org.au
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