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Seafood Directions, Melbourne 2010

The OceanWatch team were proud to be part

of the 2010 Seafood Directions, held in

Melbourne, during April. SeaNet officers and

the rest of the OceanWatch team got together

to participate and absorb the mass of

information and ideas discussed during the 3

day event. Hosted by Seafood Industry

Victoria, the conference was an exciting event

with informative and enthusiastic presenters,

providing direction and inspiring industry

development. Our participation doesnôtfinish

at the door, itôsnow our job to pass on to

industry all the knowledge gained throughout

the conference. The event also included the

5th Australian Seafood Industry Awards held

at the Docklands. Congratulations to all those

nominated and of course, the award winners.

Australiasian Aquaculture Conference, Hobart May 2010

SeaNet Extension Officers based in Tasmania and NSW attended the Australasian Aquaculture

Conference 2010, held at the Grand Chancellor in Hobart. The event featured trade displays, a gala

dinner and numerous presentations discussing the future of the aquaculture industry. This included

an industry delivered presentation regarding the development and implementation of Environmental

Management Systems with oyster growing businesses working within NSW estuaries, of which

SeaNet NSW is involved with two regional oyster industry EMSs. The presentation óCultivating

healthier oyster catchmentsôdiscussed the on-ground value of the relationships formed with a

diverse range of catchment stakeholders; in working together to ensure that catchment health is

maintained and improved by exceeding environmental expectations. SeaNet Tas also gave a

presentation about the contribution that extension makes to sustainability.

Check out our new OceanWatch website at 

www.oceanwatch.org.au

MERI Planning Workshop

As part of our ongoing funding arrangements, the SeaNet team gathered in Melbourne in late March

to create the project Monitoring, Evaluation, Reporting and Improvement (MERI) Plan facilitated by

staff from Clear Horizon. This proved an invaluable opportunity for the team to critically look at how

we go about this business called óextensionô. To look at how our day to day activities go together to

create the óbigpictureôof óHealthycatchments and healthy oceans for sustainable, quality Australian

seafoodô. If you would like a copy of the SeaNet MERI plan, please email

ocean@oceanwatch.org.au
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State roundup from your local SeaNet Officer

David Schubert speaking with Rodney

Cannons about the TAngler Bin at the recent

Townsville Fishing Expo

QUEENSLAND

Far North Queensland Dave Schubert

After starting with SeaNet in March this year, I feel as though I have found

my SeaNet legs! I have been concentrating on building my network with the

fishing industry. The past two months have seen the pinger project move

forward. Meetings with local commercial net fishermen from Port

Hinchinbrook, Ayr and Townsville have proved successful, with several

fishers jumping on board for the month long trials. Iômcurrently working on

implementing TAngler bins in high traffic fishing areas around Townsville.

Firstly, I wanted to see how the public would react to

the bins, so I took four along to the annual Northern

Beaches Festival during a junior fishing competition. I

gave a talk to the kids and parents on what they are

used for and how they benefit the environment. I have

also held an OceanWatch stall at the Townsville

Fishing Expo, where the TAngler bin was the main

focus. It got a great reception with the recreational

anglers!

I recently attended the óClimateChange ïTurning

crisis into opportunityôworkshop, hosted by Clare

Cavanagh and Eric Perez (Environment Australia and

QSIA respectively). The general consensus from

industry, is that we need to change the publicôs

facilitate this change, by demonstrating the sustainable fishing practices of our locally wild caught

seafood, through SeaNetôsóWhereyour Seafood comes fromôvideo series. These videos will then be

used for promotion in local restaurants, fish mongers and schools. The videos will highlight

sustainability, selectivity and local quality product. Following on from SeaNet Tassie, Adopt a Boat is

another program gaining momentum up north, testing the waters with industry has seen a positive

reception so far. The aim is to link up with GBRMPAs Reef Guardian Schools, to develop a

partnership between the commercial fishing industry and school classes to educate the kids on their

local seafood industry. Finally, congratulations go to Karen and Tony Collard, a husband and wife

team working out of Townsville in the East Coast trawl fishery, mostly catching prawns and bugs.

SeaNet nominated the pair for the recent Townsville City Council Environmental Excellence and

Sustainability Awards. They received a highly commended award for their part in the emissions

calculator trial, formed by QSIA and GBRMPA and Karen is pictured above with yours truly and

Margie Atkinson from GBRMPA . The calculator allows for more energy efficient and cheaper

operations as the industry looks to get on the front foot to tackle climate change.

David Schubert SeaNet North Queensland PH: 07 4773 7226 or 0409 347 495 

dave@oceanwatch.org.au

perception of commercial fishers. My intention is   to 

mailto:Dave@oceanwatch.org.au


More information? www.oceanwatch.org.au

OceanWatch AustraliaôsExecutive Chair, and I

attended the Carpentaria Ghost Net Summit in

Karumba, Queensland. I gave a presentation

on the main net fisheries around the world,

types of gear used and how the fishing is

conducted. The audience was a mix of marine

rangers, CSIRO scientists and Natural

Resource Management representatives. The

presentation also covered improvements in

environmental practices in the Australian

fishing industry. My YouTube site

(http://www.youtube.com/user/SeaNetNT) now

has 8 videos posted with over 2500 hits. Trials

of acoustic alarms for marine mammals have

Northern Territory Lyn Lambeth

So far 2010 has presented plenty of opportunities to increase

community understanding of the sustainability of fisheries, with

SeaNet NT providing information and resource material at a Natural

Resource Management Fair in Darwin and a stall at the FredôsPass

Rural Show. At the show I had videos, posters, marine pest

information, an example of a Turtle Excluder Device (TED) and spoke

to a couple of hundred people about the fishing industry and

sustainable initiatives. I also gave an overview on OceanWatch

Australia, SeaNet and sustainable fisheries initiatives to Indigenous

Marine Rangers undertaking their Certificate 2 in Marine Compliance

at Jabiru.

begun in the NT Offshore Net and Line fishery,

with the assistance of a Shark Research

Scientist from the NT Department of Resources.

I am also continuing the rollout of the National

System for the Prevention and Management of

Marine Pest Incursions, providing industry with

information and resource material regarding

introduced marine pests. Awareness is high and

the message and materials have been well-

received.

Work has also begun on an evaluation of port,

business and vessel waste disposal facilities,

services and practices in the seafood industry.

The evaluation is aimed at providing some

baseline information so solutions can be found

for any gaps.

Recently Brad Warren,
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More information? www.oceanwatch.org.au

Funding has been received from the NT Natural

Resource Management Board through their

Coastcare program for a Darwin Harbour

Marine Debris Clean-Up day. The clean-up,

organised by SeaNet NT, is planned for July 13

and will target identified hotspots around the

Harbour. The clean-up day will bring together a

wide range of stakeholders and will raise

awareness of marine debris issues. I have

recently started working with mud crab

fishermen to revise their Code of Practice to

include the results of recent research on post-
harvest survival of crabs.

Firstly I would like to introduce myself, my name is

Stephen Leporati and I am the new SeaNet Officer for

Victoria. Prior to commencing this job, I was in

Tasmania for 4.5 years working in fisheries science at

the Tasmanian Aquaculture and Fisheries Institute

(TAFI). Returning to my home state of Victoria has

been a tremendous experience, which has involved

lots of catching up with former colleagues in science,

management and industry, and reacquainting myself

with all the issues and opportunities the stateôs

commercial fishing sector faces.

Victoria Steve Leporati

Lyn Lambeth SeaNet Northern Territory PH: 08 8981 5194 or 0421 054 274 lyn@oceanwatch.org.au

Although Iôveonly been in this position for 3 months, my calendar

has been full. From attending events such as the Australian Seafood Industryôs

óSeafoodDirectionsôannual conference in Melbourne, the East Gippsland Field Days and Agfest in

northern Tasmania, to port visits to places such as Lakes Entrance, Queenscliff, Apollo Bay,

Warrnambool, Port Fairy and Portland. All this travelling around meeting fishers, seafood processors,

fisheries managers, scientists, NRM groups and members of the general public has given me a new

perspective on Victoriaôscommercial fisheries and SeaNetôsrole. I have come to appreciate that

fisheries extension officers have the unique opportunity to speak to everyone in the industry, from crab

fishers in Portland to trawl fishers in Lakes Entrance. By covering the whole industry, you come across

a broad range of issues as diverse as the people you meet, whether it is Japanese kelp invasions,

giant tuna and lobster pot designs or catch rates, everyone has a story to tell. In essence, it is these

stories that paint the picture for an extension officer and with Victoriaôsrich commercial fishing history

there are plenty of stories to tell.

Lyn at the Natural Resource Management Knowledge Fair


